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We'll show you the whole Western rail scene every two 
Now a part of the Interurban Press family, the new 


is LOESve WITH PACIFIC NEWS. 


PACIFIC NEWS 


months. . 
aboard! 


“Rail Tours of Distinction” 


JOIN US 
Annual Membership fee of $4.00. In- 
cludes Full Color New England Railroad- 
ing Calender & Quarterly Tour Mailings. 


Please send a No. 10 self-ad- 
dressed stamped envelope to 
process. ) 


MYSTIC VALLEY 
RAILWAY SOCIETY. INC. 


P.O. Box 32, Mattapan, Mass. 
617-361-4445 (24 ARS.) ence 


LETTERS 


In letters from the Ant Hill Mob in RTN 
293 and from Chuck Till in 295, I note dis- 
agreements about the equipment history of 
the former SOUTHERNER and CRESCENT. 

The former SOUTHERNER (NY-New Or- 
leans via Atlanta, Birmingham and Meridian) 
was an all-coach streamliner when it began op- 
eration in 1941. Sleepers were added around 
1952, but these never ran any farther south 
than Birmingham. 

; The forraer CRESCENT (NY-New Orleans 
via Atlanta, Montgomery and Mobile) be 
operation about 1925 and at times was pa 
Pullman all the way from NY to NO, At other 
times, coaches were operated but only from 
Adanta to New Orleans. When it was stream- 
lined in 1950 it ran sl NY-NO but coa- 
ches Atlanta to New Orleans only. About 
1956 it combined with the ASHEVILLE and 
AUGUSTA SPECIALS and coaches from. those 
trains ran on the CRESCENT from Washington 
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ON THE COVER 


Here is still another artist's conception of the ubiquitous Amtrak F40 loco- 
motive, this drawing from a new brochure for the PERE MARQUETTE, entitled 


“Introducing Amtrak’s Grand Rapids/Chicago Service.” For more information 


on the August 5 startup of that new train, see this issue and the next one. | 


to Charlotte, as well as local NY-Washington 
coaches, 

In 1970 Southern Rwy combined both 
streamliners into one train, using the equipment 
from both, and calling it the SOUTHERN 
CRESCENT. This train deliberately resembled 
each of the former trains, and the name SOU- 
THERN was retained as a reflection of the 
former name SOUTHERNER, This train had 
both coaches and Pullmans for the entire NY 
to NO journey. It used the route of the 
SOUTHERNER. 

Amtrak took over SOUTHERN CRESCENT 
operation in 1979 and dropped the name 
“SOUTHERN”. 

The CRESCENT of today does have more 
in common with the ex-SOUTHERNER than 
the ex-CRESCENT for two reasons. One, it 
follows the SOUTHERNER route, and two, it 
operates ‘‘one night out” in both directions, 
The former CRESCENT required two nights for 
the northbound trip. 

Bill Haithcoat 
Atlanta, Georgia 

With reference to Mr. Till’s letter in RTN 
295, the CRESCENT, when it was placed in 
service back in the ’30s was an all-Pullman train 
NY-NO. However, during the deepest part of 
the Depression down this way, coaches were 
added at Atlanta and this service continued un- 
til the train itself no longer ran over the WPR/ 
L&N from Atlanta to NO. However, it remained] 
an all-Pullman train from New York to Atlanta 
thruout WWII, and well into the streamlined era, 
Streamlined Budd Coaches from the WPR/L&N 
pool were added in Atianta. 

The SOUTHERNER, as originally planned 
in 1941, was an all-coach train NY-NO, via Bir- 
mingham, and to my knowledge was the only 
time that SR ever ran a train on its own rails 
all the way from Washington to NO. The CRE- 
SCENT and PIEDMONT operated via WPR/L&N, 
and trains 41 and 42—later the PELICAN—were 
operated over the N&W from Lynchburg to Bri- 
stol, Shortly after WWII, the SEaboard Air Line 
inaugurated its streamlined SILVER COMET 
from NY to Birmingham, and later continued 
these sleepers on to New Orleans. Then, when 
the CRESCENT was discontinued south of At- 
lanta, the SOUTHERNER became the SOUTH- 
ERN CRESCENT. 

I, for one, would like to see the CRESCENT 
re-routed from Birmingham thru Montgomery 
and Mobile to New Orleans, regardless of what 
it does to the schedule. There has always been 
heavy passenger business along the Gulf Coast 
Corridor, as shown by the success of the GULF 
COAST LIMITED, and [’m sure not all of the 
many passengers are headed for the World’s 

Fair. L&N used to operate a sort of commuter 
from Mobile to New Orleans, and for years ran 


one from Ocean Springs MS to New Orleans, 
and from my recollections, those trains did 
very well. 
Ramon Davis | 
Auburndale, Florida 

Further the consist of the CRESCENT 
when it was operated by Southern Railway on 
the route thru Birmingham. 

During most of the 50s and early 60s the 
CRESCENT was all-Pullman between Charlotte 
and Aclanta, Coaches were added between At- 
lanta and New Orleans, while two coaches to 
and from Augusta (remnant from the old 
AIKEN-AUGUSTA SPECIAL, later AUGUSTA 
SPECIAL) went on and off at Charlotte and 
sometimes one or two more coaches were op- 
erated northbound to and from Greensboro as 
needed. 

During most of this period, a set-off sleeper 
ran between Charlotte and NY and one or two 
sleepers plus coaches ran north of Greensboro 
as the ASHEVILLE SPECIAL. Another thru 
sleeper went over to Raleigh. : 

I was on 4449 West when the engine parted 
from the tender west of Del Rio. If 4449 had- 
n’t a cab with the back sealed off from the | 
tender, some cab riders might have met an un- 
pleasant fate, and it is fortunate the separation 
didn’t occur on the Amistad Reservoir Trestle 
a few hundred yards east, where the pin would 
have fallen into the water. I was riding in the 
observation car owned by Charlie Grant of 
Houston, who was with us. Also present was 
the San Antonio Superintendent John Hensen, 
who said the 4hour delay didn’t hold up a | 
single freight because a 6-hour “window” was 
in effect for all trains except 4449 West due 
to cross-tie replacements. | 

The 4449 crew did a herculean job of rec- 
tifying the situation, with the help of a hard- 
ware store in Del Rio. 

The air conditioning on the train depended 
upon which car you were riding in. On various 
days some worked and some didn’t. Invariably 
the coolest car was the diner being used as a 
lounge car—second car from the rear. 

George G. Weiss 
Augusta, Georgia 

It’s time to can malfunction junction (Au- 
burndale FL) and make some sense out of the 
way SILVER STAR and SILVER METEOR 
traverse Florida. ; 

Both trains should be joined at Jacksonville. 
There have to be carmen available there for 

SILVER STAR already. It makes no sense to 
require several carmen to spend half their work- 
ing day traveling from Lakeland to Auburndale 
to connect/disconnect 88 and 87, the SILVER 
METEOR. 
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For the trip to suit your personality, call: 


Syivia Blishak 
Ted Blishok 
ee a TS 
AIRLINE TICKETS 


CANADIAN RAIL 
EURAILPASS 


| (415) 326-7330 | 


ALL DESTINATIONS 


T ON TRANEL 


MEXICO 
: CLUB MED 
1030 Curtis St, Menlo Park, Ca 94025 


BALDWIN PHOTOS 
“A BOON to rail historians,” says David P. Mor- 
gan of the span 1860-1956, of the original Baldwin 
negatives (approx. 15,000). 170-page index $10. 
Prints: 5 x 8 $1, 8x 10 $2. No wonder D.P.M. ac- 
claims Broadbelt as “the Baldwin photo reference 
for steam, diesel, electric, and mine locos.” Money 
back guarantee. No dealers please, railfans only. 
Write: Broadbelt, 146 Princess Margaret 
Newport News, VA 23602 


| 
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ORIGINAL COLOR SLIDES 
FALLEN FLAG ROADS .. . 


. . . plus extinct units color schemes on existing roads. New 
list every two months which includes ATSF. ACL. B&O. 
CNR. CPR, CofGA, CNJ, C&O. CB&Q.C&EI. CGW. 
CMStP&P, C&NW, CRI&P. D&RGW. EJ&E. E-l. GTW. 
GN. GB&W, GM&O. IC. IT, KCS. LV. L&N, MKT. MP. 
MONON. NH. NYC. NP. PRR. PC. RDG. SLSF. SAL. SOO. 
SP, SP&S. UP. WABASH. WM. WP. etc. Diesels. plus a few 
electrics. and some shortlines, too! Many interesting units in- 
cluding PA. FA. Shark. E. F.C-Liner, Erie-built. TM models. 


List for LSSAE. 
R. R. WALLIN 


P. O. Box 1784 Springfield. IL 62705 
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LET US PLAN YOUR NEXT 
RAIL ADVENTURE. AMTRAK, 


VIA RAIL AND EURAIL. 


Amtrak Specialist: Michael Levy 
Call: (203) 721-0699 


SUNSET TRAVEL 
416 SILAS DEANE HWY. 
WETHERSFIELD CT 06109 


I propose that one train be kept on the 
present straight-thru operation in which each 
section continues on its route thru Auburndale, 
Jax-Ocala-Miami, and Jax-Orlando-Tampa. 

The other train would operate Jax-Ocala- 
Lakeland-Tampa, and Jax-Orlando-Miami. The 
Tampa section would not pass Auburndale, as 
it would operate via Dade City over the Yeoman 
and Vitis subdivisions to Lakeland, then the pre- 
sent route on to Tampa. The Miami section 
would continue the present Auburndale turn, 
but have no meet with the Tampa section. 


VAX 


41 
ee 


TAMPA KAKLAN» 
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For intrastate travelers this would provide 
four different routes across the state instead 
of the present three, and there would be no 
enroute glitch to waste 20 to 30 minutes at 
Auburndale. 

The Tampa section of SILVER METEOR 
would operate about one hour quicker between 
Jacksonville and Tampa. The Miami section 
would operate 20 minutes quicker. New serv- 
ice would be provided between Waldo (Gaines- 
ville), Ocala, Wildwood, and Lakeland, Tampa. 

Robert T. Clark 
Sanford, Florida 


1 wonder if Amtrak president W. Graham 
Claytor, Jr. has ever read the book entitled 
“Megatrends”, by James Naisbitt. Apparently 
not, for Mr. Claytor continues to ignore cur- 
rent trends that show a major population shift. 

“‘Megatrends” exposes the fact that, for 
the first time in history, South and the 
West have more population than the North and 
East—118 million to 108 million. During the 
1970s, the Southern and WEstern states virtual- 
ly exploded in population: Nevada +64%; Ari 
zona +53%; Florida +43%; Wyoming +42%; 
Colorado +31%; and Texas +27%. Since Am- 
trak’s political strength centers in the No’ 
cor it should be noted that the state of New 
York has lost five Congressional seats, Pennsyl- 
vania two, New Jersey one. On the other hand, 
Florida has gained four Congressional seats, 
Texas ane and Negba ba per three i 

tes—Tex orida—are term 
Rapasenes ty Salt ae ! 

Which region has the best-educated people? _ 

The Northeast? NO! 


The West has the best- 


WE HAVE PUBLISHED 
TEN RAILROAD BOOKS 
Highly illustrated 


Write for FREE catalog. 
@ Locomotives - Steam. Diesel & Electric 
@ Passenger Cars @ Freight Cars. 
@ Traction @ Subways. 
Dealer Inquiries Invited 


DPA-LTA ENTERPRISES, INC. 
P.O. Box 177, Alburg, VT 05440 


Carl Loucks 


Employee Timetables. Public Timetables. 
Brochures, Guides, Postcards. Tickets. a 
full line of transportation paper items. New 
catalogue issued monthly. Send Stamped Self 
Addressed Envelope for latest list and specials. 


199 Wayland St., Hamden, CT 06518 


educated people. This statement that the West | lifetime. Pdemera indicators— population and 

has beveteducaied people than the Northeast Ly creation—and secondary ir ence 

has credibility, in view of Amtrak's brain trust, | #! income, living standards, education levels, 

in the Northeast, over-estimating riderships for’ | DOUSINE, MIVeSent a ea ae ocumal have 

the New England Metroliners and the AUTO |3exs°.bec, Atanas to the South and 

TRAIN, while underestimating the strengths of | Werr buat no! Amtrak Ane Lo Otiane aL 

the GULF COAST LIMITED, as well as poter- | W¢S> but no! Amtrak prefers co wallow in a 

tial Newton KS-Ft. Worth TX service. ewe y soeing, blade, Rote statin tte Nae Tote 
Mr. Naisbitt concludes that the North-to- oe: Bradley Kramer 

South population shift is irreversible in our Wichita, K 


RAIL CANADA 


A PUBLIC INQUIRY into the conditions and standards of safe operation of 
passenger trains at high speed will be held this fall by the Canadian Transport Com- 
mission. At tne hearings, to be held in Hull, Quebec on Sep 17, one important issue 
to be examined will be whether speed restrictions should be imposed on track not 
equipped with continuous track circuit signalling. Other areas to be covered are: 
track security; pets of the public at grade crossings; control of switching move- 
ments and work trains on lines with passenger service; and passenger train operation 
in relation to other trains. 

VANCOUVER B.C. NEWSPAPERS reported in late July that an agreement was 
near by developers to buy the ex-CP Rail Alaska cruise vessel “Princess Patricia” for 
use as a hostel during the 1986 exposition. The vessel would be moored in False 
Creek, near the Granville Island tourist area. 

POPE JOHN PAUL'S trip across Canada, starting Sep 9 in Quebec City, will be 
at least partly by train. We do not have the full train itinerary, but his route will 
include stops in Trois Rivieres, Montreal, St. John’s, Moncton, Halifax, Toronto, 
Huronia, ie Edmonton, Fort Simpson, Vancouver and Hull, ending in 
Ottawa on Sep 20. 

SECOND GENERATION LRC coaches are coming into service, and the second 
order of engines are being tested. Meanwhile, CN engines are being used on conven- 
tional trains. GP9s and 18s are frequently seen in Ontario and Quebec provinces. 
The CANADIAN is again running 20 cars between Calgary and Vancouver, and is 
reported sold out on many days. There have been favorable reports about travel in 
Canada on VIA in travel sections of major Eastern newspapers. 

4 THE OCEAN has been running Park series domes “Riding Mountain Park,” ... 
Tramblant Park”, and “Strathcona Park.” These cars will remain on the OCEAN 
until refine be when the Skyline domes will replace them. The PANORAMA/ 
SKEENA will use Skyline domes until September, and then will revert to diner- 
lunch counter-lounge cars in the 750 series. Rumors are that cars “Bedford” and 
Burrard” have not been sold, but are to be refurbished and used on the tri-weekly 
Vancouver-Edmonton service which might start next June. — 

LINER “PRINCE GEORGE”, ex-CN Alaska cruise vessel, has been purchased at 
a bankruptcy sale by the Canadian bank which financed muchof the ship’s comeback 
in 1981. The mini-liner, built in 1948, is moored in North Vancouver and is for 
sale ‘‘ where is, as is”, according to bank spokesmen. One marine survey concluded 
a refit of about $500,000 would be needed for the ship to resume operation. 

WHITE PASS & YUKON Railway’s future will be decided soon when the Yukon 
overnment makes a decision on whether to let the Cyprus Anvil mine, the main 
reight customer of the road, transport its products by truck. A recent CTC report 
argues against government subsidies for the railway. page 


BS a 
URBAN-SUBURBAN TRANSIT 


SAN DIEGO TROLLEY is experiencing an average ridership of 15,000 per 
iday, more than original projections of 12,000. The East line is expected to open 
lin April of 1986. The system has ordered six more trolleys. ’ 
SOME SEPTA ENGINEERS have returned to Conrail’s employ, due to higher 
_wages and a shortage of engineers on the government-owned freight railroad. Due 
‘to a shortage of SEPTA engineers now, the system may not be able to open its 

Center City tunnel at Labor Day as planned. SEPTA has had to reduce commuter 
train service by about 20% on the former Pennsylvania and Reading lines. 


WASHINGTON METRORAIL 
Metrorail: 


SYSTEM ran the adjoining ad in 
A Capital Convenience 


3 


the New York Times on Aug 5. 
SANTA FE-SP development 
plan for San Francisco property, 
in a compromise version worked 
out with the city, calls for mov- 
ing the SP commute train depot 
from 4th & Townsend to 7th & 
Channel Sts., even farther from 
downtown than it now is. Three 
public meetings on the Peninsula 
commute service were held in 
mid-August. Advocacy group 
‘Peninsula Rail 2000 has been urg- 
‘ing public pressure for increased 
frequencies on the route. This 
group can use donations and 
memberships. The address is 
/Box 3552-Rincon Annex, San 
‘Francisco CA 94119. 
EXCHANGE PLACE PATH 
station in Jersey City NJ will 
see a $51 million improvement 
program start next year, to im- 
prove station access and safety. 
Officials announced authoriza- 
tion of the expenditure Aug 10. 


Enjoy Washington on the safest, cleanest subway in 
the world for far less than even the lowest cab fare. 


For A Free Metrorail Guide, 
Call (202) 637-1261 


metro” TAKE METRORAIL AND TAKE IT EASY 


NEW YORK TIMES reported Aug 11 the brief experiences of a, visiting Houston 
woman who tried the subways for the first time. She had a smooth, uneventful 
trip. Back home, her friends were shocked at her doing such a thing. 


BART CAN BEGIN work on a $180 million storage yard and switching facility 
in Daly City, after receiving on Aug 8 a go-ahead from UMTA. The federal letter 
of authorization means that it is almost certain that the $56.8 million in UMTA 
funds needed will be granted. Completion date of the project if June, 1987. 

HIGHER AUTO TOLLS on three San Francisco Bay bridges are in the offing 
next year, with legislation authorizing them proceeding without a hitch. The tolls 
on the Bay Bridge, the San Mateo-Hayward bridge, and the Dumbarton bridge would 
tise from 75 cents to $1, with the funds going towards local transit needs. 

SEPTA HAS COMPLETED track work along the line of the route 15 trolley 
just west of Girard College. This fact seems reassuring that trolley service will con- 
tinue on the route. 
page 6 (continued on page 9) 


EAST COAST REPORT 


(Ted Scull in traveling in Europe. He will be back next issue.) 
NEW ENGLAND UPDATE BY PETE ROEHM 


BOSTON’S NORTH STATION: Having been told of its eligibility for $9.6 mil- 
lion in funding, the MBTA is now proceeding with the rehabilitation of North Sta- 
tion following last winter’s devastating fire. Altho some sources have given a specific 
resumption date of Apr 20, 1985, one should not expect much before summer of 
next year. The contractor for the work is Kiesit Eastern Corp. of Omaha. The 40,- 
000 square foot bridge will be completely rebuilt in fireproof precast concrete, and 
the two draw spans, unaffected by the fire, will be sandblasted, cleaned and repaint- 
ed. There will be five new platforms, longer than the present ones, and ten new 
tracks expected to be laid with concrete ties; there will also be new loudspeaker sys- 
tems, lighting, and very visible fire-fighting apparatus. — 

Once this new area opens, the present decline of 15-20% in ridership, which has 
stabilized, should begin to build back. The interior of North Station is also under- 
going rehabilitation, and the former bar and restaurant, The Horse, is.no more, and 
gutted for its new use. Altho many felt that North Station would be finished as a 
rail terminal, it appears that the MBTA is committed to complete upgrading of the 
facility. The anticipated growth is also sending the MBTA to Rockport, where this 
writer lives, to rebuild the layover facility here with an extra track and a longer 
platform and improved oil-catching pans. There is some local landowner opposition, 
but it is quite likely that the work will be done without too much difficulty. Also 
on the Rockport line: the West Gloucester station will reopen this summer, causing 
the closure of Harbor station, which was opened a few years ago to serve the Top- 
of-the-Harbor apartment complex, but from which only seven or eight daily riders 
embark (the rest live elsewhere in West Gloucester and Essex). The West Gloucester 
facility will allow better parking, kiss-and-ride at trainside, and will be served by a 
shuttle bus from the Harbor complex. 

The equipment on the North Side, too much of it in the form of very old RDCs 
and GO cars, is driving North Shore commuters to madness and some have already 
left the rails in protest. The South Side, politically open during the Southeast Ex- 
pressway construction, has been receiving the bulk of the Pullmans.and practically 
all of the Boise Budds. The North is mildly (!) upset. On-time performance on the 
North and lack of air conditioning are principal complaints from the regular riders. 

kkk 


Meanwhile, Idaho’s Morrison-Knudsen is suing the MBTA over the recent rebuild- 
ing of one-third of the RDC fleet into the Boise Budds. It seems that there was a 
cost overrun of some $6.16 million to a total of $15 million or more, and M-K 
alleges that the MBTA breached its contract by making numerous contract changes 
as well as being slow to provide materials and products within specified deadlines 
and by the submission of unsatisfactory materials that did not meet contract specs. 

kkk 

Not only are there problems on Commuter Rail, but the rapid transit lines are 
having a few as well. The worst problems exist on the REd Line, that high-density 
route that runs from Harvard Square thru Boston and past South Station to split 
and serve Ashmont in the Dorchester section as well as the South Shore suburban 
city of Braintree. Equipment fires and signal malfunctions have occurred with too 
frequent regularity, and the MBTA admits that there is a major problem with the 
line and is now set to repair it and regain rider loyalty. It won’t be easy. Meanwhile, 
the Green Line, the surviving remnants of the streetcar system as well as the high- 
speed ex-B&A line to Riverside, is due for a major overhaul that will take until 1990 
to complete but will bring up to snuff the tunnels, roadbed, signals, track and the 
tunnel ventilation of the entire 70-mile route. The first phases will begin this fall on 
the oldest portions of the oldest of the nation’s subways, that which runs from Boyl- 
ston thru Park Street to North Station. Ultimate cost: at least $65 million, The 
Orange Line relocation to the Southwest Corridor due to open in 1987 is presently 
on time and under budget. Once finished, the present elevated will be removed and 
replaced by light rail, trackless trolley, or Ibus with no final decision yet made. Light 
rail would carry twice the bus capacity and the trackless system would be in between, 
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but the trackless suffers from no repair facility except in North Cambridge, across 
the metro area, and coaches would have to be towed or trucked. 
* 


* 

If you haven’t seen South Station lately, it too is under reconstruction and the 
main waiting area looks as if it had been bombed. This work is well overdue, but 
once the multi-million dollar job is done, Boston will have a new intermodal terminal 
for rail, intercity and local bus, subway ane Parkins: 

* 


That BRE-Leyland railbus is busy handling passengers, mostly tourist types, on 
the Old Colony & Newport Railroad in Rhode Island this summer, but is not acquir- 
sing the test data that its sponsors desire. On the OC&N it is limited to 1 Smph and 
yet has the capability of 7Smph, Once the season is over, the railbus will depart 
‘for the APTA Transit Expo in Washington in October and then is expected to test 
‘on higher speed rails, A 1982 study just released by the Connecticut DOT has 
revealed that the maintenance of Connecticut’s rail lines is grossly inadequate and 
that some of the bridges and other structures are beyond repair and will have to be 
completely replaced. Maine’s Governor Brennan is quoted in USA Today will com- 
menting that still another study will be conducted by still another commission to 
determine if Maine can be put back on the rail passenger map. The long-delayed 
opening of the Mishawum Station in East Woburn on the Lowell MBTA line has 
occurred; altho not yet what was originally envisioned, it will become a better 
facility once access roads and tax problems with Woburn have been worked out. 
Vermont sees its new high-speed rail line as the major tourist boon to the state 
during the last decade of this century. 


TETETTTT TTT TT TTT TTF : 

The New York Times, following a series of three major front-page articles on 
“The Decline of the Subway” by M.A. Farber, which detailed the system’s prob- 
lems and their hope for solution, ran an editorial on Sunday, Aug 5 which argued 
that there is “‘no higher municipal priority” than the improvement of the subways. 
The major underlying problems of the system are political, the paper said. These 
range from the need for subsidies to the “public’s resentment of changes that might 
enhance efficiency.” More money is necessary to restore the “starved, neglected 
railroad”, the editorial argued. “But even more capital will be wasted if dispirited 
managers fail to get a grip on their mission. The dirt, discomfort and delays are 
only symptoms of a long decay that a civilized community should attack as intol- 
erable.” Concluded the editorial, “The subway cord that binds New York City must 
not end up strangling it.” Farber’s articles appeared Jul 30-Aug 1. 

New Jersey’s Monorail Commission is on the wrong track, argues an editorial in 
the Committee for Better Transit’s newsletter, Notes from Underground, in the latest 
issue we have received. What it may really need is a Mass Transit Commission, says 
the newsletter. “Some of the elected officials on this Commission seem to think of 
monorails as panaceas for all ills. One member seems to think that a monorail along 
the New Jersey Turnpike to New York would be more cost-effective than a rail link 
to Newark Airport, from existing lines—as if you could build monorails for almost 
nothing.” Information in CBT is available from PO Box 3106, Long Island City, 

NY 11103. 


MOVING BY TRAIN to a new location? Or even by auto, bus or air? However 
you go, do remember to send RTN your change of address as soon as possible. 
We'll feed it into our vast bank of mainframes as fast as we can. 

RTN, Box 9007, Berkeley CA 94709. 


ENGLISH MAGAZINES 


Steam Railway magazine cov- 
ers the steam railways of the 
world. One year subscription 
(12 issues) $36. 

| Rail Enthusiast magazine cov- 
ers current English railroading 
interspersed with history. One 
year subscription (12 issues) $36. 
Sample copies: $3 each. 


MOTORSPORT 


RR 1, Box 200D, Jonesburg, MO 63351 
Phone (314) 488-3113 


WEST COAST SLIDES 
1972 Edition 


ae, ae). Railroad SlideCatalog $100 


2-25 "4 0.0. BOX 788 
ef 
pe san PEDRO.CALIF. 90733 


Metro to the Olympics 


BY WALT STRINGER 


Saturday, July 28 was my day to 
experience the CALIFORNIA METRO- 
LINER, as well as visit the Los Angeles 
garment district and the coliseum/Expo 
Park, where SP had a special business- 
car train for VIPs. The thrill of a visit 
just before the opening ceremonies of 
the Olympic Games was important, too. 

Amtrak uses two sets of 3-car trains 
to cover the Metroliner. This day my 
train 575 had F40 engine 214 with spec- 
ial coaches 21906 and 21902 spliced by 
Amdinette 20226, The other set is cars 
21900, 21901 and 20236 (needs repaint- 
ing), The Metro cars also run weekends 
with 1-2 regular coaches attached, as 
trains 576 Saturday and 577 Sunday. 

The San Diego depot has a small area 
of benches designated as the Metroliner 
lounge, with a coffee cart present from 
7-7:soam, when boarding is announced. 
This morning the cars were on no. 2 thru 
track (Mon-Fri it’s the stub track), and 
30 patrons boarded, mostly in non-smok- 


ing car 21906. 


We left exactly at 7:30, passed the 
new Amtrak coach yard above Washington 
Street at 7:35 (five tracks, goes into service 
Sep-Oct), and eased off the left-handed 
251 territory onto CTC at Old Town at 
7:37. It was a fast run to Del Mar, and 
we left there at 8:01, with another 25 
aboard, The two-man ATSF crew made 
their announcements, ihen the Train Chief 
noted the service particulars, with one 
attendant per car providing. The young 
woman L.S.A. in my car started before 
leaving San Diego with coffee, tea and 
juice, and had a tray with chocolate and 
plain croissants, as well as various types 
of Danish, going around before Del Mar. 
Her only problem was an overly-full coffee 
urn that slopped coffee on the 80+mph 
stretches, as well as slower curves. Service 
was repeated leaving Del Mar—a second 


round for us San Diego riders. It was 
amusing to watch airline-style service with 
a cart filling the one aisle—I wished for a 
“widebody” train! 

Leaving Del Mar, we slowed for the 
Carlsbad Lagoon bridge rebuilding, then 
cruised by the new Oceanside intermodal 
center at 8:18. Many riders were talking 
Olympics, Amtrak, or reading the USA 
Today weekend edition, passed out when 
boarding. Sightseeing was not great, due 
to fog and dirty windows, but the equip- 
ment interior was very impressive—clean, 
blue upholstery. 

We passed San Juan Capistrano at 
8:44, and at 9am Santa Ana flew by, with 
its impressive new transit center well 
under way. We stopped at South Anaheim 
for 13 minutes awaiting train 572, the 
first big morning southbound, usually late. 
Outside my window were three cars owned 
by a new tour operator, “Classic Rail”—UP 
counter-lounge 5011 has already made trips 
to San Diego and Las Vegas. 

We left Anaheim depot (one passenger 
off) at 9:23 (16 mins late), I went to the 
empty Amdinette and promptly the atten- 
dant offered me food and drink, stating 
that “everything on this train is free!” 

After passing Redondo engine house 
(the SDP40s here are now up for sale) 
and looking over the coach yard (still a 
dome observation sitting there), we round- 
ed the Mission Tower turnout and promp- 
tly passed the COAST STARLIGHT, with 
a very heavy train. Arrival in L.A. was 
on time at 10am. ° 

I returned later on the 2:50pm, with 
six cars and an uneventful trip, except 
for a special San Clemente stop for a 
Boy Scout group. 

The Metroliner was enjoyable but 


high-priced tho I did feel I got my mon- 
ey’s worth in amenities (fare was $22.50, 
compared to bus $12 and air $30). 


URBAN-SUBURBAN TRANSIT (continued from page 6) 


SEPTA WiLL REPLACE all 7600 windows on its commuter trains. The system 
said this month that it will seek bids, and then palce the orders for windows for 
four different types of cars. A harder type of plastic than that used previously will 
be tried. The $1 million cost will be borne 80% by the Federal Government. 

UMTA ADMINISTRATOR STANLEY traveled to San Diego on July 10 to see 
the trolley line first hand and hopefully be persuaded to fund the proposed East 
line to El Cajon. UMTA felt that buses would be more practical than trolleys. 

GOLDEN GATE TRANSIT directors may build a passenger shelter at the Lark- 


spur CA ferry terminal. 
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Into A Warm Sunset 


BY WALT STRINGER 


To complete an All Aboard America 
ticket and check out the Southwest dur- 
ing the heat of summer, I rode train 2, 
the SUNSET LIMITED, from Los Ange- 
les to Houston on Wednesday, August 1. 

My connection from San Diego to 
L.A. was SAN DIEGAN no. 587, the 
7:45pm from San Diego. Since Amtrak 
discontinued one of our late afternoon 
trains in favor of the Metroliner, the re- 
maining two trains have become quite 
busy. NO. 587 had 223 passengers and 
six cars. August 1 saw San Diego’s only 
Olympic event, the Equestrian Endurance 
race at Fairbanks Ranch. Del Mar track 
was also in session, so the train was jam- 
med, with the Amcafe resembling a bat- 
tle zone by 10pm. 

We arrived L.A. five minutes late 
across the platform from train 2. Our 
lateness was due to two meets and the 
crowds. 

The SUNSET was lined up as follows, 
as I simply walked across the platform to 
board. P30 engines 709 and 708, baggage 
1173, 2431 ‘“‘Pacific Forum’, coach-dorm 
39917, coach-baggage 31018, coaches 
34038, 39942, lounge 39970, diner 
38005, sleepers 32048, 32032, coaches 
34062 and 34100. The last three cars 
were line-numbered 22, as they would 
detach at San Antonio to go on the EA- 
GLE. 

I chose car 39942, since the Santa Fe 
Hi-level cars are, I believe, always better 
to sleep in than the Superliners. The 
train was nearly full in coach, and an ex- 
cellent P.A. announcement was made 
about the train by the train chief. 

We left on time at 10:55pm, with the 
P30 “‘pooches” rolling the train smartly 
down the State Street line to El Monte 
Junction and then Pomona, a darkened 
hulk of a depot. The proposed Ontario 
airport depot has vanished from the time- 
table, and we sped by around midnight, 
as the SP crew was finally getting tickets 
and the lights were turned off. " 

I awoke at 6am in a pretty morning 
desert scene on the Phoenix Branch east 
of Wellington. Near Sun City’ agriculture 
was noted, and wepulled into Phoenix at 
7:03am, to drop off 20 passengers and 
pick up 40. We left at 7:16, passed Sky 
Harbor Airport and crossed the Salt River 
Bridge, passed the old Tempe depot at 
7:35 (soon to be an Amtrak station site), 
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then passed the classic old columnar 
pink Mesa depot at 7:46. 


After some flat, fast running, we 


joined the Gila Bend main at Picacho at 
8:35. SP had two freights in the hole 
for us, with a third heading in at Wymola 
to the east. 


I enjoyed breakfast—my first look at 


the new menus—the Belgian waffle with 
apple slices was good but a bit small— 

served quickly with juice and milk for 

$3.25. The diner wasn’t very busy, but 
the upper level of the lounge (lower level 
closed) had a steady flow of customers. 

At my urging the lounge attendant found 
and placed a smoking/no smoking sign at 
| the partition. 
lounge, non-smokers get the third of the 


In an old EL CAPITAN 


st the se 


Gila River, Arizona scenery on the Sunset 
route, circa 1890. 


Meanwhile, back in 39942, the air 
conditioning had failed in the rear half 
of the car, prompting a call for the elec- 
trician and train chief. Several passengers 
elected to move. 


Arrival at Tucson ‘was at 9:27am, with _ 


a few dozen on and off in the 85-degree 
heat. Departure was on time from this 
good-looking city in the sun. After we 
crept by the yard, I noticed a siding full 
of private cars, including an observation 
car “Los Angeles Club” (it looked ex- 
Northern Pacific). 

Between Tucson and Benson, SP has 
separate main lines with lower quadrant 
semaphores. It’s quite curvy and photo- 
genic, especially the bridge where the 
lines cross, and the old coal tower at the 
top. During this ascent, the HEP failed 
totally, and a special stop was made to 
get the technician onto the engines. The 
train chief warned passengers that the 


we 


tat a: ME es *. 


The SUNSET was a sad train back in Mar 1969, before Amtrak, as. it sat on a siding 


near Redlands CA, running 7% hours late westbound, its consist a baggage, automat 
food car and three coaches. Photo by Tom Dinger from RTN no. 23. — 


train would begin to heat, and asked for 
a cessation of all smoking. 

By 1lam the HEP was restored, and 
at 11:25 (30 mins late) we left the SP 
shed at the tiny town of Benson. Several 
passengers told horror stories of previous 
SUNSET rides with no air conditioning, 
and everyone was glad that the train 
didn’t turn into an oven. 

As we climbed the hill towards Co- 
chise, the HEP died again, but was fixed 
by Willcox at 12:22. I stopped by the 
diner and the Steward said he couldn’t 
serve nothin’ without power, due to no 
lights or preparation power. I told him 
that if the Haagen-Dasz ice cream began 
to melt, call me at once. For lunch I 
had the antipasto salad and ice cream 
for $4.25—a tangy meal. My tablemate 
had the potato skins (four of them with 
cheese and chives, done just right). Just 
east of Bowie, Arizona, as we dined, we 
saw the remains of an SP derailment—12 
or so reefer cars smashed up, with bush- 
els of corn and sacks of potatoes lying 
about. Speaking of freight, SP was super 
busy this Thursday, Aug 2—we met or 
overtook one at least every 25-30 minutes 


on the average—lots of U-boat engines too. 


I dozed thru Lordsburg and Deming, 
and at Spm we slowed and met train 1 in 
the hole. It had Superliner lounge 33006. 


‘Thursday is the only day of the week 


that trains 1 and 2 meet near El Paso, 

_ We arrived El Paso at 5:55—a hot and 
tired train, and SP engine 8422 was added 
on the point, due to engine 709 being 
dead because of a fire. We sat at El Paso - 
while the HEP was fixed, Forty passenger: 
detrained and 65 boarded. We departed 
at 7pm, Mee Ae HEP on, East of town 
we passed a MoPac freight with di 
from UP, MoPac and we oe 

The Spm dinner seating was called 
at 7:15. During dinner the HEP failed 


again. I had the catfish with Creole _ 
sauce and baked potato/vegetable/pie for 
$8.50—very good. I returned to my seat 
and drifted into sleep, with the upset 
voices of other riders loudly heard. Sand- 
wiches and soda were given out. 

I awoke in the pitch-black night and 
found us in Sanderson at 2:35am—three 
hours late. The HEP was back on, and 
all was quiet. The SP crews took their 
time changing in the ghostly town with 
only a depot alight. Our energetic train 
chief, Jay, was still up and keeping every- 
thing together—one of the best chiefs 
Ive seen! 

We arrived at San Antonio at 8:45am 
—2hrs, S55mins late, and the fun began— 
the EAGLE, consisting of engines 280 and 
295 and cars 1267, 2466, 39905, 38000, 
33007, 34095, 34088, pulled west, then 
backed onto our train and coupled, creat- 
ing a 19-car extravaganza with five engines. 
After cutting no. 2, the EAGLE pulled 
west again and backed into the depot 
next to us, coach seats in the three cars 
to be turned. After luggage and passen- 
gers were worked, we left at 9:10. I also 
discovered that the P30s had been switch- 
ed around, and were not nose to nose 
behind the SP Tunnel Motor engine. SP 
Trainmaster LaPorte, one of seven SP 
assigns to its Amtrak trains, had restored 
709’s HEP and arranged the unusual move 
at a remote West Texas siding. Bob Gil- 
more owes this fellow, who gave up two 
days of his vacation, a commendation, 
and Train Chief Jay Fountain is due one 
too, for their imaginative and capable 
activities. 

We ran off the 210 miles to Houston 
on rough track, one of the SUNSET’s 
longer nonstop segments, in 4 hours and 
1 minute, arriving 1:11pm. With mixed 
emotions, I said adios to number 2. 
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Buffalo Prepares for Rail Transit 


Generations of railroad passengers 
would no longer recognize the building, 
but decades after the death of the PHOE- 
BE SNOW, the old Delaware, Lackawanna 
& Western station in Buffalo NY has 
returned to use. 

The old waiting room is gone, as is 
the bridge connecting the terminal to 
the old main line. But mechanics are at 
work, crew members are around, and pas- 
senger cars are circling the site. 

But these are not the old heavyweight 
cars waiting for the passage to New Jersey 
These are modern Japanese-built transit 
cars for the new Metro Rail Subway. 

Millions of dollars have turned a steel, 
concrete and brick relic of the golden age 
of railroading into a storage and mainten- 
ance site for the Metro Rail. On the first 
floor, the cars will be stored overnight 
and repaired. Passenger trains once waited 
on the second floor to speed away, but it 
now stands repaired, enclosed and empty. 
Some day it may be a shopping mall. 

Where the passenger waiting room 
once stood is the yard throat between the 
double set of tracks heading into the 
city and the yards and shops complex. 

More and more, the double-ended 
transit cars—with their beige color and the 
tri-colored stripes of the Niagara Frontier 
Transportation Authority (NFTA)—can be 


NFTA photo by Larry Schieber. 
photo by Joseph R. Ciffa.) 


seen as testing accelerates toward the first 
fare collection on April 15, 1985. 

Because this is a Presidential election 
year, one part of the system may open 
this fall—the 1.3-mile surface section in 
downtown Buffalo. A $42 million pedes- 
trian mall is under construction along the 
surface section. 

An extra grant to pay for starting up 
the subway for partial operation along the 
surface is expected. Making this use of 
Federalmoney—80% of the $530 million 
project—is expected to make the Reagan 
Administration look good. 

A much larger segment is slated to 
open in April, when a little over four 
miles of underground tracks will open for 
the first fares. The remainder of the 
6.5-mile project will open on Labor Day, 
1986, delayed by the construction of a 
station taken out of the project and later 
put back in. 

Officials of the NFTA hope that some 
day the 6.5 miles will be just the heart of 
a regional rapid transit system, much of it 
along routes used by early 20th Century 
urban and interurban trolleys. But in this 
project, never, but never call the cars trol- 
leys. Since the vehicles have power col- 
lector bars more like those of the North- 
east Corridor than like those on the old 
trolleys of Boston or Toronto or Buffalo, 


(On rear cover: NFTA 


» 


the cars aren’t trolleys, according to the 
NFTA. 

The line began as the Light Rail Rapid 
Transit or LRRT, using Light Rail Vehicles 
or LRVs. The title Metro Rail, to go with 
Metro Bus, is.a relief in description. ~ 

The line is a mix of the 1.3 miles in 
the Central Business District with six spar- 
tan stations and an underground section 
with 3.5 miles of deep rock tunnel and 1.7 
miles of cut-and-cover construction and an 
eventual eight stations, 

The tunnel is supposed to be heavily 
sealed because it is actually below the 
city’s water table. A lawsuit is being 
fought over problems in the concrete 
grouting used to seal the tunnel. 

Basically, the line runs from Memor- 
ial Auditorium, home of the Buffalo 


BY MICHAEL DESMOND 


Sabres hockey team, diagonally across 
the city to the Main Street campus of 
the State University of New York at 
Buffalo. Until the last few hundred 
yards, the line is on or under Main 
Street. 

Beyond the final South Campus Sta- 
tion, the twin tunnels run on for 300 
feet to the edge of the line between Buf- 
falo and the suburban town of Amherst. 
That is the closest the line runs to the 
suburbs, Suburban extensions are con- 
sidered essential to eventual success of 
the line. 

The line includes a surface section 
where no fare will be charged for riding 
among any of the six stations, There 
will be no elaborate fare collection any- 
where, since the NFTA has chosen the 
San Diego example, with an “honor sys- 
tem.” About a dozen fare checkers will 
circulate in the system, with a special 
court to hear cases of those caught trying 
to ride without paying. When the line 
opens in about nine months, the fare is 
probably going to be 70 cents. 

Security will be provided bya uni- 
formed police department of just over 
50 officers. It is being started from 
scratch. There will be an elaborate 
closed-circuit television system in the 
stations, as well as in the surface section. 
The receivers will be in the Operations 
Control Center, control for the system. 

The O.C.C. will also house controls 
for the fire-fighting precautions built into 
the system, from special fans to an emer- 
gency phone system to a water pipe 
system. 

The O.C.C. will work with Metro Bus 
operations, as the two will be inter-linked. 
When the line opens, major changes will 
be made in bus routes, as they are short- 
ened, altered or merged to feed subway 
stations. There will be no transfer charge 
between bus and train. 

To encourage people to ride the sys- 
tem and to make them feel good when 
riding, two separate projects are underway. 
One is a million-dollar art program made 
up of 23 art works in the underground 
stations, They range from a 60-foot high 
needle in the circular South Campus Sta- 
tion, nicknamed the “sun dial” to a mural 
based on local architectural landmarks. 

The other project is the $3 million a 
year pedestrian mall. Special taxes will 
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pay for the mix of security, merchandis- . Merchants are willing to 

ing and entertainment to be offered thru money because they think ae ase 
the downtown area. and the mall will spread more dollars 
around. 

The first test will be when the surface 
section opens. If it persuades people to 
take the free rides to stores, restuarants 
and theaters, it will be a success. 

If it doesn’t, it. may prove the point 
of those who say it runs “from nowhere 
to nowhere.” 


The logo of the Niagara 
Frontier Transportation 
Authority pictures 
several modes of 
transportation, 


Na ae 00 errenaaee oN 
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THE PERE MARQUETTE, Amtrak’s new Chicago-Grand Rapids MI train, 
began revenue operation on Sunday, Aug 5. The consist of the train upon arrival 
in Chicago that day was engines 219 & 218, cars 1126, 21110, 21860, 28017, 
21246, 21851, 3104, 21020, 20010, 21815, and 2230 (a mix of Amfleet, Amfleet 
II and Heritage cars), Amtrak issued a little color brochure for the train, from 
which our cover illustration was taken. We'll have more on the inaugural of this 
service next issue..... 

___ A TIMETABLE SUPPLEMENT to the current Amtrak national timetable was 
issued, dated Aug 8. The blue-and-white folder lists the PERE MARQUETTE and 
the new Milwaukee service, but does not mention the late-July retention of the 
BEAR MOUNTAIN on the Empire Service Corridor..... 

_ALL-ABOARD AMERICA FARES are pee extended thru the fall, winter and 
spring. Ney pace arise for one ye a des two, and $325 for the whole 

system. Jicket prices are good for sale thru Apr 30, 1985, to be used until 
May 31, 1985, with certain dates Packed out... ie 

THE CALIFORNIA METROLINER patronage for July, from unofficial figures 
was 1363 northbound (an average of 56 per train) and 1148 southbound (an aie a 
of 48). Patronage shows no signs of skyrocketing. Overall, the SAN DIEGAN line 
experienced a 1.8% drop in patronage, perhaps because of cancellation of two regular 
trains in order to add the controversial Metroliner service... 

_ AMTRAK PRESIDENT CLAYTOR textified before the Senate Surface Transpor- 
tation Subcommittee Jul 26 and the House Transportation Subcommittee Jul 27 re- 
lative to the Amtrak accidents in July and in fact the nine major accidents Amtrak 
has had this year. He affirmed them as unfortunate happenstance and not an indica- 
dion of any let-down in Amtrak’s commitment to safe and efficient railroading. He 
made several points: = Amtrak had the second best performance of any Class I rail- 
‘oad in the nation last year in terms of accidents per million train miles. ™ Three of 
the six accidents on contract railroads were grade crossing collisions, a serious safety 
problem facing the rail industry as a whole. Amtrak is active in Operation Lifesaver 
and contributes $100,000 annually to the National Safety Council, which coordin- 
ates the program. ™ Two accidents, on involving the MONTREALER in which five 
people died, were weather-related. Amtrak is improving its weati.er-alert system in 
several ways such as installing a special automatic alert radio in each dispatcher’s 
office and the Washington Control Center (from Amtrak press release)... 

SAN JOAQUIN ROUTE will have its special roundtrip fare of $7 over the one- 
Sey buiee available again starting Sep 4, good until May hi, 1985, with some dates 
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FEDERAL RAILROAD DMINISTRATION on Aug 6 announced a “special 
safety inspection of all track raveled by Amttak’s intercity passenger trains.” The 
DOT’s press release went on: ‘[Secretary Dole] also announced other safety meas- 
ures, including a review of A: itrak’s operating procedures and compliance rules for 
signal operators and dispatch: -s. The Secretary said, ‘Overall, America’s railroads, 
including Amtrak, have comp.:ed an impressive safety record. Nonetheless, we are 
prepared to go the extra mile for passenger safety, with the additional inspection 
to assure that the tracks are i: proper condition and that operating procedures are 
sound.’ She said FRA will p: vide Amtrak with specially equipped track geometry 
cars to check the alignment o* tracks on the entire system used by its passenger 
trains. Amtrak trains operate on the Boston-Washington Northeast Corridor, which 
is owned by Amtrak and on «ther rail lines around the country owned by. private 
carriers. John Riley, Admin:strator of FRA, said the state-of-the-art cars will be 
attached to Amtrak trains to inspect 22,000 miles of track in the next few weeks. 
Geometry cars are used to derect any discrepancies by checking track alignment, 
curvature, profile, gauge and «-ross-level. Tracks traveled by Amtrak trains are cur- 
rently inspected visually twice a week. The geometry cars will be used as an addi- 
tional check in order to assur> safety. Riley said FRA safety experts will ‘walk 
every mile of Amtrak’s North zast Corridor, covering dispatcher locations and block 
signal houses. They will review signal and dispatching regulations with Amtrak per- 
sonnel.’ The heavily traveled Northeast Corridor accounts for more than half of 
Amtrak’s passengers nationwijie. The decision to review operating procedures and 
compliance rules for signal operator and dispatchers was made after the July 23 
collision of two Amtrak trains in New York City. ‘Altho we found no pattern of 
discrepancies that would pos: a threat to passenger safety, we want to make sure 
that Amtrak’s operating rule: are letter perfect and that dispathcers and block signal 
operators comply carefully with those rules,’ Riley said.” The FRA decision to 
stage the safety inspection mde headline news across the country. The New York 
Times called the inspection ‘he latest in a series of efforts by officials to maintain 
public confidence in Amtrak ; passenger service despite the accidents.” Amtrak’s 
Graham Claytor joined the F 2A’s John Riley in announcing the inspection, at Wash- 
ington Union Station. The ' Y Times reported that Claytor indicated that track 
geometry was not involved i) the recent accidents, however. When questioned by a 
reporter whether fatal accidents hadn’t increased recently, Claytor replied, “Look, 
sweetie, two people get kille . on railroads every day. In most cases, it’s really a 
highway accident, but noboc y pays any attention to highway accidents.” He contin- 
ued, “Sweetie, let me tell yc i. The public doesn’t care about crossing a railroad 
track. People driving an aut »mobile come to a track and say, ‘I want to go.’ ” 

The National Association of <R Passengers welcomed the inspection, noting that it 
would help restore confiden: 2 in Amtrak’s safety. Amtrak reservations had been 
falling off after the news of he July Amtrak wrecks..... 

kkk 

AMTRAK’S BAD PRES! continued in early August with a “below the belt” blow 
from the acid pen of cartooist MacNely, showing a jet aircraft colliding with a late 
1800’s-style passenger train ibeled “Amtrak.” A cavtion read: “Oh my? What was 
that? I told you we should iave gone by train!” Strangely, the death of two teen- 
agers near Whitefish MT in « grade crossing accident in which their car was struck by 
the EMPIRE BUILDER rect ved little publicity outside the Northwest..... 

ALBANY-RENSSELAE STATION was the scene of an Amtrak open house on 
Aug 5, celebrating the 10th inniversary of the ADIRONDACK. Local visitors talked 


_ with Amtrak personnel, viev:ed on-board meal displays and a grade crossing safety 


film, enjoyed refreshments :.nd walked away with various promotional materials..... 

BAKERSFIELD-LONG BEACH dedicated bus connection from the SAN JOA- 
QUIN begins operation Sep 4. The bus serves UCLA, L.A. Airport and Torrance 
also..... 

PORT OF SEATTLE nas announced that it wants to find an operator for the 
Seattle and North Coast rail line which suspended service Jun 30 after filing bank- 
tuptcy. The Port does not want to operate the former Milwaukee Road branch itself, 
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! 
considering the line a losing proposition, but wants to have a dominant hand over | 
Seattle Pier 27, which the Port would like to acquire, but which it was unable to | 
obtain due to intensive lobbying by the North Coast staff at the time of takeover | 
from the Milwaukee Road. Pier 27 is where freight cars are unloaded in Seattle | 
from barges originating at Port Townsend, the isolated line’s only connection with 
the “mainland” rail network..... 

THE UNION PACIFIC will hold UP Family Days in Stockton CA on Aug 18, 
running excursions with UP equipment. On Aug 25 a similar event will take place 
in Portola CA, on the ex-WP line.....” 

IF UNION PACIFIC succeeds in discontinuing freight operations on its Yakima 
Valley Transportation Co. subsidiary in Washington State, it. plans to give most of 
the track and facilities to the city. UP will retain one locomotive and also the real 
estate on which the historic old carbarn and yard now sit—real estate that could be 
valuable for shopping center or apartment development... 

kar 
‘ AMTRAK’S CAR SHORTAGE was the subject of a USA Today report on Aug 6. 
The rather unusual article quoted NARP’s Ross Capon as stating that “They [Am- 
trak] need a fleet of new cars before 1990.” The year 1990 is approximately the 
date that Amtrak will be receiving its new generation of passenger equipment.. The { 
article said that Amtrak now owns 162 sleeprs and 1023 coaches. Said NARP, em- 
phasizing Amtrak’s need, “‘Demand for new service is only going to intensify”..... 

NEW YORK-BOSTON FARES have been restructured as of Aug 15 to provide 

a one-way peak ($25) and off-peak ($19) pricing system. Said Jim Callery, Am- 
trak VP-sales, “[The change provides] an attractive fare for the many college stu- 
dents returning to school in the two areas beginning in mid-August”... 
i BOSTON SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA will be sponsored by Amtrak on a 52-week 
- series of Sunday afternoon concerts on station WGMS in Washington. The two-hour 
program includes an intermission feature on aspects of rail travel, including events 
of musical interest that can be reached by train..... 

THE AMTRAK BOARDof Directors has approved expenditure of $19.2 million 
to upgrade and modernize the Springfield-New Haven “Inland Route”, on which it 
plans to introduce new daily service this fall. Amtrak said that trip times on the 
line will be cut by 15 minutes due to track and signal improvements which are to 
be made. At the same time that Amtrak made this announcement (Aug 12) it said 
that the extension of the PALMETTO train will also take place later this year. The 
new North Carolina service will originate and terminate at Charlotte... 

ka 

RAIL SAFETY EDITORIALS and articles abounded in the press in late July 
and early August after a total of 11 people died in Amtrak accidents in July. Car- 
toonist Oliphant showed a NE Corridor train loading in a station, with the station 
announcement calling out “Now departing from track twelve and may the Lord cause ¢ 
the light of his countenance to shine upon you and get you there in one piece:Amen.” 
U.S. News & World Report on Aug 6 ran a news summary entitled “Rail Safety—Is It 
Getting Jinxed?” The following week a full-page editorial in the magazine was on 
“Safety on the Rails”. It called for a Federal investigation of the “recent rash of rail- 
road disasters”, We found the editorial a bit confused, disorganized and confusing. 

The New Orleans Times-Picayune editorialized Aug 8 that “Public confidence in Am- 
trak... nas probably been reduced as a result of a rash of train accidents in July that 
left 11 people dead.” The editorial mentioned the Montana grade-crossing accident 
with the EMPIRE BUILDER we reported above. It said that the driver had driven 
around the crossing gates, and called for “new measures” to prevent such “reckless 
actions”. Amtrak’s Graham Claytor, in his Aug 6 appearance in Washington with 
John Riley, said on the topic of grade crossing wrecks, according to an AP report, 
“The only thing people will pay attention to is to have a policeman stand there and 
give out tickets”..... 

PRICES OF EURAILPASSES will not change in 1985, being the same as 1984 
and 1983 (starting at $260). Beginning in 1985, passes can be bought before a pass- 

“port is obtained. Write: Trains, PO Box M, Staten Island NY 10306... 
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THE COMPETING MODES: The price of gasoline has been lower this summer 
than at any time in recent years. Prices below $1 per gallon have been seen common- 
ly in our area of the country. The price drop is not expected to continue beyond 
the summer, however. The air traffic control situation has become worse, according 
to reports. With heavy traffic, there are not enough qualified controllers available. 
The BROADWAY LIMITED has a fierce new competitor: People Express will start 
its cutrate-fare flights between New York and Chicago on Aug 22. Fares are expect- . 
ed to be as low as $59 off-peak, compared to the regular $258 now in effect... 


LET AMTRAK TAKE 
YOU TO THE PARK. 
YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK. 


TRAVELING TO YOSEMITE may be easy on the SAN JOAQUIN, but getting 
back may be something else. Travelers returning from the park on the (logical) 
evening train 709 will find that the Merced station is closed; it’s open for the morn- 
ing trains only. On Aug 14, about 40 people waited for 709, most of them from 
the Yosemite bus connection. With no station open, there is no place to sit, and no 
telephones nor restrooms. Many of them were sitting on the track, watching hope- 
fully down the line. The Yosemite bus driver opened his office so people could use 
a restroom, and telephoned to find why the train was late. It took him 30 minutes 
to get the information that the train was an hour late from Bakersfield, due to an 
engine failure. The train finally arrived, pulled by a Santa Fe freight engine. Riders 
complained about one of the Amfleet cars that seemed to have flat wheels, vibrating 
and bouncing badly. The Amcafe attendant seemed to have neurological problems, 
making myriad mistakes. “The worst Amtrak ride I’ve ever had.” complained one 
rider. Yosemite travelers, and San Joaquin Valley travelers, deserve better..... 

ka 

OMAHA-KANSAS CITY service may start up next April, goes the current rumor... 

GULF COAST LIMITED might be extended beyond its present expiration time 
of Sep 30. Because of heavy ridership, the train’s coffers are pretty full, with enough 
money to run the train until about Nov 11, at least. The tri-state rail commission may 
likely ask to continue it beyond that time, but to do so they will have to come up 
with more funding. An Aug 20 meeting is scheduled between Amtrak and commiss- 
ion officials, One report has it that Florida has been asked to join the commission, 
to help get the service extended to that state..... 

HARPER’S FERRY SPECIAL is a Sep 30 excursion just announced, run by the 
Philadelphia NRHS. Excursionists will travel from Philadelphia to Harpers Ferry WV 
on a special train that will travel over some freight-only B&O lines out of Baltimore. 
Info is available from PO Box 7302, Philadelphia PA 19101-7302..... 

ATLANTIC CITY SERVICE may not start up by Oct 1, 1985, in spite of Con- 
gressional orders. Track repairs have not begun yet, and Resorts International casino 
has not yet paid its $23 million in matching funds..... 

THE BURLINGTON NORTHERN will reportedly be finished with a route pattern 
study at the end of 1984. The railroad is apparently unhappy with heavy traffic on 
Stevens Pass in Washington State, and may unclog it by taking heavy tonnage off it 
and shifting it to Snoqualmie Pass..... 

CALIFORNIA WESTERN RAILROAD is again running steam trains this year. 

The SUPER SKUNK resumed operations in June after a 4-year hiatus, following a 
film company’s financial boost when a movie was shot last fall on the line. The film 
company put up $34,000 to restore a steam locomotive. The steam train runs between 
Fort Bragg and Northspur on Thursdays and Fridays until Sep 8. The reservations 
number is 707-964-6371. The film shot on the railroad is “Racing with the moon” 
ALL AMTRAK SDP40F locomotives remaining are up for sale. A list of the 
engines was circulated in early July. Most of the units, about 18, are at Los Angeles, 
with 12 at Hialeah and some at New Orleans..... 
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VISITING SANTA FE, NM is now more convenient from the SOUTHWEST 
LIMITED: A shuttle now runs to and from the Lamy station to anywhere in 
Santa Fe. One-way trip costs $9, roundtrip $15. The driver accepts cash or travel- 
ers checks. The shuttle telephoen number is 505-982-8829... 
' OMAHA PERMANENT AMTRAK station opened Jul 26, replacing an 11-year 
‘old trailer. Dedication of the $800,000 strucutre, at the same location as the old, 
will be on Aug 24.....— 
| CLEVELAND LAKEFRONT STATION as of Aug 8 has a new tenant—Trailways 
\Buses..... 2 
oak THE RIVER CITIES will begin serving Belleville IL on Oct 28. Now being con- 


Kansas City sleeper will come off Nov 11 when the Fair closes..... 
ae eg 
SPRINGFIELD-HARTFORD—NEW YORK train, aside from new Inland Route 
service, will begin running Oct 28, in place of an RDC roundtrip, reports NARP..... 


QUEBEC CITY—POINTE AU PIC train service information (operates until Sep 3). 


Tickets are $30 Canadian? call 418-648-1566 for tickets: Le Tour Tillarde du Ste. 
Laurent, 1125 De La Candiere, Quebec City, P.Q., GiJ 2C3, Canada. For info, call 
Quebec Tourisme at 1-800-443-7000. The train will load at Ste. Anne Blvd and 
@Estimauville. Leaves 8am arrives 10:50am; leaves 4pm, arrives in Quebec 7:50pm... 
SOUTHERN PACIFIC CAUSEWAY across the Great Salt Lake was breached by 
backhoes that took down a dirt wall, allowing the northern and southern portions of 
the lake to flow together, to help control flooding. The governor of Utah praised 
the event as one of the most important in Utah history.. The date was Aug 1..... 
ADVANCED RAIL CONSORTIUM, a joint venture of Bechtel, the Budd Co., 
a branch of British Rail, a Detroit architectural firm and a New York bank, told the 
Chicago Area Transportation Study Jul 24 that a 125-mph high-speed train between 
, Chicago and Detroit would be profitable and could be financed by private capital... 
‘ A BRITISH RAILBUS may be used in a two-month experimental run, starting 
“in October, between Kenner and New Orleans, where a proposed rail commuter ser- 
‘vice is being talked up. The railbus is being promoted by BRE-Leyland, a British 
‘consortium..... 
| PORTLAND—OLD ORCHARD BEACH, Maine passenger train service was get- 
‘ting an experimental trial starting Aug 18, with a 2-week operation of a 3-car train 
‘that would run five daily roundtrips. Railroad employees sponsored the trial. Old 
‘Orchard Beach is the home of a baseball team that attracts 6000-7000 people per 
jhome game, causing traffic problems. Service would be on the B&M and Portland 
‘Terminal Company..... ; : 
SALT LAKE CITY station (UP station) costs Amtrak. $500,000 per year in switch 
ing costs, and it wants to move to the Rio Grande station or to a warehouse near It. 
State Historical Society won’t share the Rio Grande station..... : 
News in this issue is updated thru August 16, 1984. 


What’s Doing at Beech Grove 


Amtrak car 10,001, the new track inspection car built from a wreck Amfleet 
car, was evidently used for the Aug 6 Washington announcement of the systemwide 
FRA inspection of tracks used'by Amtrak. Wire service photos showed portions of 
the car, obviously.an Amfleet car from the curved sides, with large rear windows 
and an open platform with a modernistic overhang. 

Reports are that the equipment damaged in the July 23 head-on collision in New 
York City will be repaired. Seen recently on the EMPIRE BUILDER was sleeper 
32067 that was in the wreck-of that train of Mar 15 at Bainville MT (see RTN 288), 
when a gravel truck struck the train. Evidently the car has now been repaired. 
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West Coast Report 


NEVADA DEPT. OF TRANSPORTATION is assuming that Oct 1985 would be 
the appropriate date for startup of the proposed Oakland CA-Reno NV train that in 
part takes the place of the discontinued SPIRIT OF CALIFORNIA. NDOT assumes 
the following schedule: leave Oakland 8:30am, arrive Reno 3:05pm, arrive Sparks 
3:20pm; leave Sparks 4pm, lv. Reno 4:15pm, arrive Oakland 1:05am. Equipment 
requested is Amfleet with a dome car. Caltrans also is lobbying for a dome, but 
suggests alternate schedules: the first option is a 7:30am Oakland departure Mon- 
Thur and on Sat, with a 5:30pm Oakland departure on Fri and a 3:30 departure 
on Sunday. The second option is the 7:30am departure Mon-Sat and the 3:30pm 
departure on Sunday. Under either option, the Reno departure would be daily at 
1pm (12:45 from Sparks). Caltrans suggests the schedules might change according 
to the season, and even suggests the desirability of two daily departures on Friday 
(morning and evening). A Friday evening departure would take the place of the sea- 
sonal RENO FUN TRAIN. 

SAN FRANCISCO SECTION of the SOUTHWEST LIMITED has reportedly been 
under consideration by Amtrak. The train would run on the SAN JOAQUIN route 
as did the pre-Amtrak SAN FRANCISCO CHIEF, splitting off from the SWL at 
Barstow CA and running up the San Joaquin Valley. When formal ap proval is given 
for the merger of operations of the Southern Pacific and the Santa Fe, the two lines 
in the Valley are expected to be reduced to one, most likely the SP route rather 
than the present Santa Fe route which the SAN JOAQUIN uses. 

A SPECIAL TRAIN to the Olympic Games in Los Angeles was run by Southern 
Pacific, and correspondent Walt Stringer saw it parked in the middle of Exposition 
Blvd at Figueroa in L.A, in early August. The train included two cars from the re- 
cent 4449 trip—Great Western Tours car ‘“‘Shasta” and NRHS diner “Lake Pepin—as 
well as four lounges, a steam generator, and two business cars, the “Airsley” and the 
cae Angeles”. The locomotive from the train was on display some days at the L.A. 

tadium. 

THE CALIFORNIA METROLINER ridership wasn’t helped much even by the 
opening day of the Olympics in L.A., as you will note from Walt Stringer’s article in 
this vii He reported 55 people aboard, above the average of 48, but hardly a big 
crowd. 

THE DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION in San Francisco in July didn’t help tourism 
much—in fact, tourism dropped off in July, reports the San Francisco Chronicle. One 
analyst felt that the return of the cable cars didn’t help business at Fisherman’s Wharf, 
but only 20 of the 26 cars that are required are running, and they are “mobbed.” 

NEW YORK TIMES on July 16, opening day of the Democratic Convention in 
San Francisco, ran a special section on what to do and see in S.F., for distribution 
only in the Bay Area. In their summary of transportation, the various modes are 
listed in this order: cable cars, autos and taxis, the Muni, BART, ferries and other 
buses. The Times puts down BART with faint praise:“‘Another transportation system 
that visitors seem to enjoy is BART... ... at peak hours trains are supposed to run 
every three and a half minutes.”’ (As an aside, of the Times’s nine “leading” San Fran- 
cisco restaurants, one-third are in Berkeley, the “‘pat€ capital of the world.”) 


travel . 
Gimensions== 


A tull service travel agency with 20 years rail experience 
AMTRAK Specialist: David Butts 


3442 sacramento street, san francisco, 94118 ® (415) 563-8447 


' 


page 19 


4449's @ iit ODYSSEY 


CARS & CONSISTS 


*EMPIRE BUILDER, train 8, St. Paul MN Jul 29: engines 313, 335; cars 1244, 
39912, 31038, 34035, 34010, 38014, [FROM Portland: 33003, 31034, 34020, 
32013], 32063.. 

*LAKE SHORE LIMITED, train 49, Toledo Aug 3: engines 351, 348; cars 1256, 
1235, 25084, 25058, 25106, 3100, 2933 “Pacific Skies”, 2984 “Pine Cavern”, 2983, 
8504, 28000, 25099, 25057, 25110, 25101, 1616. 

* Alaska RR X3002 North Palmer Blue Grass Festival Special, Anchorage to Pal- 
mer, Jul 21: engines 3002 (GP 40-2), 2401 (E9A); P12 (HEP car), P6 (boiler car); 
cars coaches 5205, 5203, 5204, 5201, recreation car 5715, domes 7073, 7066, 7022, 
7033, 7044, cafe car 5004, domes 7031, 7072, coaches 5200, 5202, 5220, diners as 
table cars 4836, 4842, dome 7021. 

* ADIRONDACK, train 68, Schenectady Jul 10: engines 344 (with electrical 
failure), D&H 5001 (RS-11, on at Rouses Pt., off at Schenectady), 348 (on at Sche- 
nectady); cars 21126, 21129, 20233 (2hrs, 35mins eit 

*NIGHT OWL, train 66, Boston Jul 19: engine 216; cars 1221, 1144, 1358, 
21258, 21088, 20023, 21206, 2911 “Pacific Forest”. 

*CAPITOL LIMITED, train 441, Washington DC Jul 26: engine 275; cars 1214, 
1157, deadhead dome 9405, 25046, 25071, dome 9402, 28021, 2995 ‘‘Pine Brook”, 
2883 ‘Pacific Range”. 

*Hospital train” of damaged cars from MONTREALER wreck of Jul 7 running 
southbd on B&M at Vernon VT Jul 25: (all Amtrak equipment) engines 764 & 778 
(GP9s); cars Amcoaches 21839, 21867, 21880, Amdinette 28301, coaches 4730, 
4704, 4606, 4715, Amdinette 28302, F40 engines 211 & 202, Amtrak gondola 
cars 13315, 13357 & 133438, caboose 14010. Car 28302 had visible body damage 
at one end, other cars showed no external damage except broken windows. Gondo- 
las carried large items from car interiors and undersides. 

*CALIFORNIA ZEPHYR, train 5, Oakland Jul 20: engines 317 & 356; cars 
bag 1131, 39927, 32068, 38010, 33014, 34087, 34020, 31005. About 3 hours 

te. 


SAP 
QUOTES OF THE WEEK*** 


“The return flight [Chicago-Seattle] was interminably in-terminal. We spent 
more time on the ground than we did actually flying. The jam-packed first plane 
became a sauna as it sat next to the terminal, without any ventilation. It began to 
smell like the traveling animal show. We didn’t leave until everyone was soaked 
with sweat... 

“| was never so glad to get home. I’ve had more comfortable trips on cross- 
country buses, And friends who travel Amtrak have me convinced that it’s an 
increasingly attractive alternative to the flying circus with chicken and peas and 
a dinner roll.” 

—Jon Hahn in Seattle Post-Intelligencer, 
August 8. 


SLIP OF THE MONTH CLUB*** 


“Highway patrol duty officer John’Oliver reported that train engineer Edgar 
R. Brule, 54, of Lake Monroe, slammed on the brakes of the southbound train to 
avoid hitting the man on the track and shifted the train to an emergency lane.” 
—Sanford FL Evening Herald, June 24. 
(Those lane changes are murder on long freight trains.) 
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RAIL FANTRIPS 


ee ee ee ee ee 
Sep 1-3: “Coastal Caper” private car trip on car “Yerba Buena” S.F. area to L.A. & San Diego. 
return on STARLIGHT. 2 nites in L.A., deluxe meal & beverage service aboard. $295 double 
occ. BAERA Excursions, 832 Elizabeth St, San Francisco CA 94114. (415) 824-4819. 

Sep 16: Northwestern 400, Chicago-Janesville WI. Sep 22 & 23, trip Chicago-St. Francis WI. 
Sep 15: Chicago-Sterling IL. All with ex-Nickel Plate steam loco 765. 24-hr hotline: 312/ 
829-5503. 20th C. RR Club, 555 W. Roosevelt Rd, Chicago IL 60607. VISA/MC on phone. 
Aug 26: HALF-Century Ltd, 50th anniv of RRE, Boston-Berkshires via Hoosac Tunnel, rare 
B&A North Adams branch run to Pittsfield. Optional side-trips. $44, $29 kids. Mass. Bay 

RR Enthusiasts, Box 136, Ward Hill MA 01830. (Aug 25: Boston trolley tour.) 

Sep 29: Grand Trunk Circle Tour, twice around GTW frt-only Romeo, Mt Clemens & Holly 
subdivs, Pontiac-Richmond-Detroit-Pontiac. $39, $30 kids. Bluewater Michigan Chapter, 

NRHS, PO Box 296, Royal Oak MI 48068. (313) 399-7963. 


Se  ———— 
Oct 12-14: Grand Canyon Ltd, special train all-daylight trip L.A.-Flagstaff RT; 2nites Flag- 


staff, 2 sumptuous meals ea way. Grand Canyon tour. Incl La Contesa open-platform obs. 
$449 double oc. R&LHS, 6006 Wooster Ave, Los Angeles CA 90056. 862-3053,670-4480. 
Oct 19-21: New River Gorge excursion. Jet St. Louis-Pittsburgh, jet to Huntington WV, 2 
nites in Huntington, spec train to Hinton WV, fall colors, 7 meals incl, jet back. $478 doub. 
American Ass‘n of Railroaders, 3422 Osage St, St. Louis MO 63118. 

Nov 3: Third District Local, L.A.-Barstow RT. Daytime over Cajon Pass, Santa Fe 3rd Dist. 
PRS-owned lounge & diner, Hi-level coaches. $75 ($70 before 9/10). Optional lunch. Lv L.A.’ 
9am, back 7:15pm. Pacific RR Society, PO Box 2858, Riverside CA 92516-2858. 

Nov 3-4: Dome Over Donner weekend outing to Reno, from S.F. Dome lounge “Donner 
Pass.” Overnite in Reno, buffet meal aboard, Reno hospitality ticket. $195 double occ. 
BAERA Excursions, 832 Elizabeth Street, San Francisco CA 94114. (415) 824-4819. 

Send large SASE when responding to listings. One Rail Fantrips listing is free. Send full 
info to: RAIL TRAVEL NEWS; Fantrips Dept, PO Box 9007, Berkeley CA 94709. 


EXPRESS ADS 


AAMTRAK-—VIA RAIL CANADA—EURAILPASS— OCEAN LINER CRUISES—RAIL TOUR 
RAIL EXCURSIONS—CHARTER RAIL CARS. Arrangements by phone or appointment—use 
your credit card—tickets mailed promptly. A fully appointed travel agency with masters of 
ship and rail travel. GREAT WESTERN TOURS, Sheraton Palace Hotel, Suite 900, 

639 Market Street, San Francisco CA 94105. (415) 398-2994. 


DINING CAR CHINA, glasses, silver, cloth. Timetables, guides, stationery, rules, metal 
& Pullman items, annual reports. Many railroads, Long 37¢ stamped envelope brings list. 
J. McClellan, 1752 S. Wichita, Wichita, KS 6 3. Will buy ite 


GISELLE’S TRAVEL CORP at 1215 4th St. Sacramento CA 95814, Phone: (916) 446-1211 
offers rail tickets on AMTRAK—VIA (CANADA)—EURAILPASS along with tours and 
accommodations in cities to which you are traveling. Let Giselle’s help you take your 

next memorable rail trip. 


ONE OF THE WORLD'S last great train rides—the Kyle of Lochaish. England and Scotland 
by rail. Sightseeing. Historic Hotels. All meals (except London).Contact Herb Rowan, Giselle’s 
Travel, Inc., 5667 Freeport Blvd., Sacramento CA 95822; phone: (916) 421-6616. 


RAILROAD CLOTH EMBLEMS. Over 400 different designs. Send $2.00 for three samples 
and list. Joseph Lajoie, P.O. Box 3R, Methuen, Mass. 01844. 

Colorado Railroad Museum is open the year around every day with exception of several 
holidays from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Route 44 Regional Transportation District buses of the 
Denver area stop hourly at the Museum, except Saturdays & Sundays. 17155 W. 44th Ave., 
Golden. (Mail to P.O. Box 10, Golden CO 80402.) : 


MAIL AUCTION of our duplicates and surplus now being prepared. Many hard to find 
out of print books included. A bonafide auction where the high bidder obtains the lot 
at only a small amount over the second high bidder. Catalog from tne Colorado Railroad 
Museum, P.O. Box 10, Golden, Colorado 80402. ‘ 


“Issues in American Rail Travel,” RTN’s little book on important problems with America’s 
rail passenger revival, is almost ready for publication. Price will be $4.50, which includes 
relevant tax & post. Full details given later in RTN. PO Box 9007, Berkeley CA 94709. 


RTN ADVERTISING RATES: Express Ads cost just $1 per line of 80 spaces (capital 
letters require more than one space, so please allow extra room). No anonymous ads, 
please. Display ads are only $1.25 per square inch. Send your order today to: 

RAIL TRAVEL NEWS, Box 9007, Berkeley CA 94709. 
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ATTENTION MILEAGE COLLECTORS! 
UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY TO RIDE... 


CHICAGO & NORTH WESTERN SYSTEM 
CHICAGO—MILWAUKEE 
VIA 


THE NEW FREIGHT LINE (NORTHBOUND) 


-AND- 
THE PASSENGER SHORE LINE (SOUTHBOUND) 
SATURDAY OR SUNDAY 
SEPTEMBER 22 OR 23 
BEHIND EX-NKP STEAM LOCOMOTIVE 765! 
COACH FARE ONLY $35 ADULTS—$15 KIDS 
FIRST CLASS BIG DOMES $125 
CALL STEAM HOTLINE: 312/829-5503 


VISA/MasterCard Accepted 


TWENTIETH CENTURY RAILROAD CLUB 


The Municipal Roller Coaster Runs Again 


BY GLENN LEE 
(CONCLUDED FROM LAST ISSUE) 


i d 
rn, only the walls of the old structure remain. Because they ha 
eae fk pe Sond aa foundation was found), they almost fell in oe a Pa 
structure behind the brick was removed. However, the historic brick Febate is tie 
a brand new steel and concrete structure, which gives the air inside of being a a 2 
warehouse or factory. The old open ladder-track area on the cap ae ta ay f Ag 
area now is completely enclosed, and faced by brick salvaged from a church bu 
ly demolished in San Mateo. ; ' 

shee ee is the pull-in track on Mason Street, which had ee used 
by the Sacramento-Clay cars thru Feb 1942, and after that on occasion ve lason i 
cars, the track leading to an elevator which returned the cars to the ee ae “ : 
access oh the lower street level by transfer span. Artifact noticers will a t a ee 
old three-rail track is gone. The old standard-gauge track was used by vlpetric ¢ 
motives carrying new cable, and cable cars on flatcars, to and from the barn v 
connection’ to the old streetcar tracks on Broadway at Powell Street. .. = 

Of-the 40.cars-in the barn when service was interrupted in Sep ee sett 
returned to service for the June startup. There had been 28 single-end Lake + 
and 12 double-end California cars. The single-enders were maa Pee i , iam ine 
double-enders 49-60. A few of the Powell single-enders, including a d A 
in 1973 for the. Muni’s 50th anniversary celebration, are “new. The thi te 4 - 
trace their lineage to 1887-1891. They survived the earthquake and fire o 
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they were stored overnight at a carbarn on what is now Presidio Avenue in an area 
not destroyed by the fire. 

The 12 California cars date to 1907. as ail California Street equipment was de- 
stroyed in the fire except one car. Coming back are nine of the California cars, and 
25 of the Powell cars. Of the three missing California cars, one—the no. 52—was 
scrapped during the shutdown, as it was deemed too far gone to work on. It will be 
replaced by a newly-constructed no. 52, the first totally ““new’” double-end car under 
Muni Railway management (Muni acquired the California St. system from the old 
private owners in 1952). Also missing are California cable no. 53, still be rebuilt at 
Pier 70, where the cars were stored during the shutdown, and no. 56, being rebuilt 
by Muni carpenters at the Woods maintenance facility. 

On the Powell side, car no, 21 is being rebuilt at Woods, car no. 19 is in derelict 
condition, with a decision coming on scrapping or rebuilding; and car no 16 is at 
Stanford Research Institute, where brake research to help develop an improved cable- 
braking system is underway. : 

The Railway also has four more double-end cars, ex-California system vehicles 
which went to Knott’s Berry Farm in 1955. At the time of closure of the old Cali- 
fornia-Hyde cable barn, there were 47 surviving double-end cars from the California 
St. Cable Railroad Co. (of a total of 52 at the peak in the 1920s). Most of the 35 
cars idled by the 1954 cutbacks left the Muni system, a few being moterizeé for 
public relations displays and parades. 

The four returning from Knott’s Berry Farm came back with an admission by 
their owners that tourists at the Berry Farm didn’t take well to the cable cars—they 
had been less popular than other operations, probably because many had ridden the 
real thing on real trackg in a real city. It is this nucleous of four returned cars that 
could help provide additional capacity on the Powell lines, where such capacity: is 
greatly needed. : — 

The cable car reconstruction program had such a strong backing that those:in 
charge had a free hand and a blank check. Yet at least one major flaw, installation 
of a south-to-east pull curve at California and Hyde Streets to permit operation of a 
new No. 62-California & Hyde Streets route, is readily apparent. Failure to construct 
this curve during the shutdown means that the system will have to be closed, at least 
partially, some time in the future to permit track construction for a route which 
would increase seat capacity to the northern waterfront’ greatly—and on track almost 
all in place at the moment. 

One former Municipal Railway official put it this way in a personal letter: ‘“‘... 
Too many years of too many Philistines. Even the much-vaunted ‘super-bureaucrat’ 
Dick Sklar (former PUC manager), the he-man who could do anything (or so he 
said) failed to make provisions for a curve southbound into California Street east- 
bound so that a California & Hyde Street line could be operated on the newly-recon- 
structed system. Unbelieveable screwup! Here they are, completely tearing out the 
old system, opening up the vaults, gutting the powerhouse, capable of installing prac- 
tically anything they could have wanted, and they did not make this simple provision. 
You know as well as I do that additional Cal/Hyde cars to the waterfront would be 
packed from day one. The folks will fill up just about every car you could possibly 
dream of running. The failure to include the provision for this pull curve (where 
cars are gripped to the cable rather than coasting), even tho it was included in the 
Baek own master plans, is just another example of endemic incompetence in high 
places,” i ace 

Of course, there is a great demand for cable car service that is not being met;. 
and clearly political climates are ripe for an expansion of the cable system; perhaps 
to its early 1954 size, or even more. If that happens, it is in a chapter yet to be 
formulated and written, but well it could take place. — f . 

Missing from the face of the Halladie Building on Sutter Street in downtown. 
San Francisco’s financial district is a plaque that vanished when the building was: - 
remodeled several years ago. The plaque was an honor to Andrew Halladie promi- 
nent San Franciscan and inventor of the cable car. It read at one tine: “ alladie.” 
Building—Named in honor of Andrew Smith Halladie—Born London, England March 
Sixteen 1836—Died in San Francisco April Twenty Four 1900—Creator of our Cable 
Railway—Twice member of a board of freeholders chosen to frame a new charter 
for this city—Regent of the University (of California) from the first meeting of the 
Board June Nine 1868 to the day of his death—During his last twenty-six years 
devoted chairman of its finance committee-Builder—Citizen—Regent—A man of 

. integrity.” One day that plaque will-be.replaced: on the -Halladie-Building in conjunc- 
tion with some future cable car victory. (4-23 


